SDH October growth rate and pasture quality summary (to 31 October)
Pasture growth continues to be strong across the Std and LI farmlets with net pasture growth being between 170 and 369 kg DM/ha higher season to date than the average of the previous 4 years. At Woodlands the annual growth is 674 kg DM/ha higher this season than their 10 year average. At SDH, except for September, every month since June has had higher average pasture growth (see table below). 
The results of the first samples collected from the 3rd round grazings are back from the lab and we are very pleased with the quality of the pasture on offer. ME was above 12 for all paddocks and crude protein between 19 and 21%. There is a lot of variation in DM content driven by pasture species and weather conditions at the time of sampling. Third round plantain pastures sampled so far have averaged 12 % DM and non-plantain pastures 16.5%. Fibre levels are remaining relatively constant which is encouraging given the challenges we have had regarding achieving residuals in many paddocks.
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Average monthly pasture growth for the four SDH farmlets and the Woodlands long-term growth rate trial









Pasture quality results
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DM (%)

ME 

(MJ/kg DM)

Crude protein 

(% DM) NDF (% DM) ADF (% DM) Ash (%) NSC (% DM)

Soluble 

Sugars (% 

With Plantain1st round 17.0 12.1 21.2 40.6 20.8 10.3 24.2 10.4

2nd round 18.2 12.4 23.8 38.9 20.7 10.9 23.1 11.0

3rd round 16.5 12.7 21.6 37.8 20.9 9.9 27.7 13.9

No Plantain 1st round 17.8 12.3 19.3 38.1 19.5 9.8 29.4 12.4

2nd round 16.3 12.0 21.7 39.7 21.0 11.1 24.2 12.2

3rd round 12.0 12.4 22.0 37.7 20.0 10.7 26.3 11.8

Range 8.7-22.4 11.4-12.9 16.3-25.7 32.8-47.5 17.8-22.5 8.7-14.9 15.1-34.5 6.1-22.1
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Mean 2019-20  2020-21  2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 Mean 2019-20  2020-21  2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

June 9 6 12 10 7 12 9 7 9 11 5 13

July 10 12 7 12 10 11 9 10 8 9 9 11

August 17 13 19 19 13 20 17 14 19 18 15 20

September 30 29 31 31 39 35 29 26 32 30 37 35

October 57 56 50 65 61 51 53 50 50 58 59 50

November 65 69 67 59 66 59 62 61 53 63

December 53 53 57 50 69 43 48 44 37 60

January 55 50 73 43 31 44 44 52 37 30

February 49 51 57 41 31 40 42 41 36 29

March 39 42 51 23 43 32 32 42 22 39

April  33 42 33 24 51 28 33 32 20 46

May 24 23 24 25 31 22 20 21 24 30

STD (kg DM/ha) 3775 3535 3628 4163 3969 3946 3575 3292 3590 3844 3802 3945

Total (kg DM/ha) 13408 13479 14535 12264 13744 11655 11776 12419 10816 12793

Diff to Average 170 369

180-190 kg N 50 kg N

SDH monthly growth rate summary 
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