
 

Southern Dairy Hub- Pad Consent Process 

 

Step 1: Facility Design 
• Pad design: 

• Who will construct the facility? 
• Will it be connected to main effluent system? 
• Will runoff from the pad be collected? If so, where and how? 
• Size of facility? 
• Surface/bedding type? 
• Construction details: 

• Will the base be compacted, concrete or have a good synthetic liner under it? 
• Cow numbers, dates and times to be used? 
• Will there be any other associated facility’s such as sumps or bunkers? 
• Location: 

• Distance from tiles, critical source areas, waterways, drains, bores, boundary, 

neighbouring houses, etc. 

Useful Resources 
• DairyNZ 

• Farm Facts 
• Investing in off-paddock facilities 
• Dairy cow housing 
• Facts and figures- chapter 11 

Step 2: The Rules for the facility 
• The Rules: 

• Two parts: 
• For the use of the land to build the facility, and: 
• For the use of the facility. 

• Permitted activity: 
• No consent is needed if you meet all of the permitted conditions. 

• Consented Activity: 
• If even 1 of the permitted conditions is not meet you will need a consent. 

 

The rules may be di/erent in di/erent regions. 

Facility Rules- which ones…. 
• ES: 

• To use the land: Rule 35A 
• If collecting effluent and discharging it to land: 

• Rule 35- add to your discharge permit or a separate discharge permit. 
• Do you have sufficient storage- A pond Calculation will be needed. 

• NES- National Environmental Standards: 
• Regulations 9 -16 to use the land. 

 



 
 

ES Definition 

 

ES Rule summary: 
Permitted if: 

• Not within 50m of a tile, waterway, wetland, or coastal area. 

• Not within a microbial protection zone. 

• Not within 200m of house or general assembly area, not on the property. 

• Not within 20m of the boundary. 

• Not with a critical source area. 

• Either: 

o Effluent is collected in an authorised effluent storage system. Or, 

o Has at least 500mm of wood- based material across the base of the facility. 

• Solid are applied to land as per rule 38. 

• There is no inflow of stormwater from the surrounding land. 

 

If you can’t meet all of the above conditions, you will need a consent under ES rules. 

If you collect effluent in an authorised effluent storage facility, then you are likely to need to add it to 

your existing discharge permit or get a separate discharge permit for the discharge activity. 

 

 



 
 

NES Definitions 

 

 
If you do not meet these definitions regulations 9-16 do not apply to the activity and no consent is 

required. 
 

NES Rule summary- Feedlots: 
Permitted if: 

• It is used for young stock under 4 months old or 120kg. 

Otherwise, a consent is needed. 

• Discretionary Activity if: 

o The base is not sealed to 10-9m/s (this could be similar to that of concrete). 

o Must meet regional or district plan rules or requirements of a resource consent. 

o Must be at least 50m away from a water body, water abstraction bore, any drain and 

coastal marine area. 

• Non-complying activity if: 

o If you don’t meet all of the above discretionary requirements, then it is a non-complying 

activity.  

o A consent can still be obtained but the onus is on the applicant to show that the e/ects 

are less than minor and meets the legal requirements of section 104D. 
 

Rule summary- Stock Holding Areas: 
Permitted if: 

• It is used for young stock under 4 months old or 120kg. Or, 

• You have a certified freshwater farm plan that has assessed the e/ects from the facility. Or, 

• The base is not sealed to 10-9m/s (this could be similar to that of concrete). AND, 

• Must meet regional or district plan rules or requirements of a resource consent. AND, 

• Must be at least 50m away from a water body, water abstraction bore, any drain and coastal 

marine area. 

• Information is provided to the council upon request. 

Otherwise, a consent is needed. 

• Discretionary Activity if: 

o If you don’t meet all of the above permitted activity requirements, then it is a 

discretionary activity and a consent will be needed.  

NB: under regulations 11 and 14 you are also likely to need a discharge permit, if the pad is not linked 

to the main e/luent system. 



 

Southern Dairy Hub Rules Assessment 
 

Overview for what we applied for: 

• E/luent is collected from the pad and pumped to the main e/luent pond. 

o The existing discharge permit needed to be varied to: 

 Change the number of cows allowed on the pad (a pad was allowed for in the 

consent but had not been built). 

 We needed to: 

• Do an updated pond calculation that supported the use of the pad- cow 

numbers and time on the pad. 

o The land use consent to covert the farm to dairy and the separate consent to use the 

land for dairying, both needed to be varied to: 

 Change the feed pad size (a pad was allowed for in the consents, but had not 

been built). 

• We needed a consent to use the land for the pad, as: 

o There is a tile within 50m of the pad location (ES requirement). 

o The pad does not have a consent or synthetically lined base (NES requirement). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ES Rule 35A 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NES Regulations 9-11 Feedlots 

 

 



 

NES Regulations 12-16 Stock Holding Areas 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


