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Weekly Farm Summary 24 February 2023

Farm-system impacts of: Kale vs Fodder beet for winter AND Reducing N loss to water by 30%.

- LI Bale Blue | Std FB Green JRUNI: R[4
Farmlet area including wintering 82.7 60.9 82.7 60.9
Peak cow numbers 222 137 221 135
Milking Area 73.8 55.1 73.8 55.1
Current Herd size (cows) 210 125 209 130
Pasture Stocking rate (current) 2.8 23 2.8 2.4
Winter Feed =~ Swede/Bale Baleage Beet 80 days Beet 60 days
Milking supplement In-shed feed 500kg/cow + silage as required

Average Cover 2188 2243 2257 2256
Average Growth 18 20 17 19
Target rotation length 39 37 39 38
Last week act rotation (d) 36 41 37 35
Last week supp (kg DM/cow) 6.9 5.2 6.0 5.5
Average BCS 4.4 4.4 4.3 4.4
% of herd on priority feeding 15% 9% _ 14%
Milk yield (L/cow) 17.7 18.7 17.1 17.6
Milk yield (kgMS/cow) 1.71 1.86 1.78 1.78

Nitrogen Cap kgN/ha/yr 180 50 180 50
'(J/":gN,\;t/LOa“”)e\?Tgsed 58% (10akg) | 72%(36kg) | 58%(104kg) | 74% (37kg)
Effluent N YTD 11 10 10 9
YTD supp (kg DM/cow) SO SO SO SO
YTD MS/cow 707 458 630 450
YTD MS/milk ha (YTD MS/farm ha) 335 357 329 350

Business Area

Current Status

Milk Production

The continuing heat challenged milk production this week, however it has
remained stable on 3-2 regime.

Pasture & Feed

Pre-graze pastures are becoming more consistent and are certainly looking
better quality as a result of over 20mm of rain this week. Rotation length to
remain the same, however baleage will be pulled from the system with the
summer cut silage stack being opened this week.

Animals

Final scan to be completed this week then final cull lists will be compiled.
Predicting a significant range in not-in-calf rates based on collar data coming
through and the variance in 6-week scan data.

Environment

Effluent pond is being maintained at minimum levels with applications going
onto new grasses where possible. No nitrogen to be applied when soil and
weather conditions won’t see N converted efficiently into pasture growth.

1/3 of winter supplements have arrived on farm with the remainder due in the
coming weeks. Fodderbeet crops are looking great with the moisture over the

Wintering past 10 days, these will be sprayed with a fungal spray to ensure maximum
yield.

People Nicole H has finished up as one of our technicians as she starts her PhD.

Research No updates as usual tasks are keeping the team very busy!
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Milk Production

Principles of Milk Production management this week

Milk Production

Key Influences on Milk
Production

Cow Management

Std brassica/baleage LI Fodder beet

Pink Yellow
kg Milksolids per cow this
week / (last week) 1.68(1.74) 1.88(1.96) 1.77 (1.71) 1.76 (1.88)
kg Milksolids per ha this 1007 (899) 886 (202) ] 458 (776)

year / (same time last year)

% Var kg Milksolids per ha
Season per ha to date 8.2 7.5 13.3 10.3
vs last season to date
No. of Cows needing
preferential feeding 31 (15) 12 (9) 37 (18) 18 (14)
(% herd)

Animal Health peculiarities None None None None



Milk Production

kgMS/cow/day
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Figure 1: Milk solids production (/cow/day) plus cumulative season production (kg/ha)




Principles of Feed management this week

Feed Quality

Growth Rate Management

Nitrogen Strategy

Quantity

Quality

Surplus Management

Deficit Management for
coming week- kgDM (diff
from last week)

Target Rotation Length
(days)

Std brassica/baleage
Pink

Deficit

High dry matter but likely
quality decline

None

7 (-0.4)

39

Feed

Deficit

High dry matter but likely
guality decline

None

3.1(-2.5)

37

Deficit

High dry matter but likely
quality decline

None

6 (1.5)

39

Ll Fodder beet
Yellow

Deficit

High dry matter but likely
quality decline

None

5(0.1)



Standard Fodder Beet

Standard Brassica/Baleage
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Figure 2: Feed Wedges as of 14" February



Feed

Growth kg DM/ha/day
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Growth rate and feed use comparison
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mm Std FB Green - growth TDM/ha
mmm | | Bale Blue - supps TDM/ha
LI FB Yellow - Daily Growth
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LI FB Yellow - growth TDM/ha
. Supps fed TDM/ha
Std Swede Pink - Daily Growth
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Figure 3: Weekly pasture growth rate and year to date total feed eaten
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